
FISHING VESSEL - LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

FISHING VESSEL SIZE:
More than 15 meters (49’2”) (Hull length)

These Regulations apply in respect of fishing vessels that are Canadian vessels and that are not more than 24.4 m in length and not more than 150 gross tonnage.

FISHING VESSEL - LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

FISHING VESSEL SIZE: 
Not more than 6 meters (19'8") (Hull length)

Category Sheltered Waters
Near Coastal Class 2
(less than 25 nm from shore)

Lifejackets and Personal 
Life Saving Appliances
(For each person on board)

• 1 Approved lifejacket minimum type Class 2; OR 
• 1 Approved small vessel lifejacket;  OR
• 1 Approved PFD *
   

*to be worn at all times

• 1 Approved lifejacket minimum type Class 2;  OR 
• 1 Approved small vessel lifejacket;  OR
• 1 Approved PFD (100 N)*;  OR
• 1 Approved PFD designed to provide thermal 

protection*  
    *to be worn at all times

Life Saving Appliances • 1 or  more Life Rafts or Recovery Boats for  
100% of persons on board;  
OR

• The following equipment: 
1 EPIRB or 2-way Radio;  
AND
An Immersion Suit or Anti-Exposure Work Suit of 
appropriate  size for each person on board,  OR
Life saving appliances or written procedures 
(or both) for protection from the effects of 
hypothermia or cold shock

• The following equipment: 
1 or more Life Rafts or a combination  of Life Rafts 
and Recovery Boats for 100% of persons on board;  
AND 
1 Float-free or manually activated EPIRB or  
a 406 MHz Personal Locator Beacon (PLB)  
or a hand-held VHF with DSC; 
OR

• The following equipment: 
1 Float-free or manually activated EPIRB;  
AND 
An Immersion Suit or Anti-Exposure Work Suit of 
appropriate  size for each person on board

Person Overboard  
Retrieval Devices

• 1 Buoyant heaving line of not less than 15 m in length;  AND
• 1 Reboarding device;  AND 
• 1 Person overboard retrieval apparatus*  OR  Vessel carries a recovery boat (that meets Part B and Part C 

      *not required if only one person on board

Visual Signals 1 • 1 Watertight flashlight;  AND 
• 3 Pyrotechnic distress signals, other than smoke signals 

Fire Fighting Equipment 2 • 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 1A:5B:C;  AND
• 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 1A:5B:C,  if equipped with fuel-burning appliances

Additional Equipment • A Bailer OR Manual Bilge Pump, complete with hose to reach and remove water; AND
• A Manual Propelling Device (Oars, Paddle, etc.);  AND
• A Magnetic Compass (fitted or hand-held), capable of being illuminated;  AND
• A means of determining the depth of water under the vessel;  AND
• A Sound Signalling Device;  AND
• An Anchor (of sufficient weight) and anchoring equipment so that it can be deployed and retrieved effectively

First Aid Kit • Marine emergency first aid kit as per Section 3.24 of the FVSR;  OR
• First aid kit that meets Maritime Occupational Health and Safety Regulations;  OR
• First aid kit that meets provincial workplace safety regulations with face shield and two pairs of gloves.

1.  A fishing vessel is not required to carry on board pyrotechnic distress signals if the vessel is 
equipped with a two-way radio system and is operated exclusively in the confines of  
a manned aquaculture facility OR within 500 m from shore OR operates on a river, canal  
or lake where it is never more than one nautical mile from shore.

2.  See the equivalent classification of portable fire extinguishers that meet these carriage  
requirements. 

Requirements Dry Chemical ABC Dry Chemical BC Carbon Dioxide

1A:5B:C 1.5 Kg 3 Lbs

2A:10B:C 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs

2A:20B:C 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs

5B:C 1.5 Kg 3 Lbs 1.5 Kg 3 Lbs 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs

10B:C 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs

20B:C 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs 9 Kg 20 Lbs
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of TP 14475, or TP1332). 

Bucket-capacity of 10 L or more and be fitted with a lanyard of sufficient length to reach the water from it’s stored location•

EPIRB or other equipment 
(3) A vessel that is 12 m or less in length and engaged on an inland voyage in the waters of the Great Lakes, their connecting 
and tributary waters or the waters of the St. Lawrence River, or on a near coastal voyage, Class 2, must be equipped with 
(a) a float-free EPIRB; 
(b) a manually activated EPIRB; (c) a PLB; or 
(d) in the case of a vessel that is less than 8 m in length and that operates exclusively in sea area A1, a waterproof portable VHF 
handheld radio capable of DSC.

Manual EPIRB or other equipment — location 
(4) A manually activated EPIRB, a PLB or a portable VHF handheld radio capable of DSC must be worn by the person in charge of 
the navigational watch or, if that is not practicable, stowed so that it is readily accessible for immediate use in the event of 
abandonment of the vessel.

3.A fishing vessel is not required to carry on board pyrotechnic distress signals if the vessel is
equipped with a two-way radio system and is operated exclusively in the confines of
a manned aquaculture facility OR within 500 m from shore OR operates on a river, canal
or lake where it is never more than one nautical mile from shore.

EPIRB or other equipment
(3) A vessel that is 12 m or less in length and engaged on an inland voyage in the waters of the Great 
Lakes, their connecting and tributary waters or the waters of the St. Lawrence River, or on a near 
coastal voyage, Class 2, must be equipped with
(a) a float-free EPIRB;
(b) a manually activated EPIRB; (c) a PLB; or
(d) in the case of a vessel that is less than 8 m in length and that operates exclusively in sea area A1, a 
waterproof portable VHF handheld radio capable of DSC.
Manual EPIRB or other equipment — location
(4) A manually activated EPIRB, a PLB or a portable VHF handheld radio capable of DSC must be worn 
by the person in charge of the navigational watch or, if that is not practicable, stowed so that it is readily 
accessible for immediate use in the event of abandonment of the vessel.
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FISHING VESSEL - LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

FISHING VESSEL SIZE: 
Not more than 6 meters (19'8") (Hull length)

Category Sheltered Waters
Near Coastal Class 2
(less than 25 nm from shore)

Lifejackets and Personal 
Life Saving Appliances
(For each person on board)

• 1 Approved lifejacket minimum type Class 2; OR 
• 1 Approved small vessel lifejacket;  OR
• 1 Approved PFD *
   

*to be worn at all times

• 1 Approved lifejacket minimum type Class 2;  OR 
• 1 Approved small vessel lifejacket;  OR
• 1 Approved PFD (100 N)*;  OR
• 1 Approved PFD designed to provide thermal 

protection*  
    *to be worn at all times

Life Saving Appliances • 1 or  more Life Rafts or Recovery Boats for  
100% of persons on board;  
OR

• The following equipment: 
1 EPIRB or 2-way Radio;  
AND
An Immersion Suit or Anti-Exposure Work Suit of 
appropriate  size for each person on board,  OR
Life saving appliances or written procedures 
(or both) for protection from the effects of 
hypothermia or cold shock

• The following equipment: 
1 or more Life Rafts or a combination  of Life Rafts 
and Recovery Boats for 100% of persons on board;  
AND 
1 Float-free or manually activated EPIRB or  
a 406 MHz Personal Locator Beacon (PLB)  
or a hand-held VHF with DSC; 
OR

• The following equipment: 
1 Float-free or manually activated EPIRB;  
AND 
An Immersion Suit or Anti-Exposure Work Suit of 
appropriate  size for each person on board

Person Overboard  
Retrieval Devices

• 1 Buoyant heaving line of not less than 15 m in length;  AND
• 1 Reboarding device;  AND 
• 1 Person overboard retrieval apparatus*  OR  Vessel carries a recovery boat (that meets Part B and Part C 

      *not required if only one person on board

Visual Signals 1 • 1 Watertight flashlight;  AND 
• 3 Pyrotechnic distress signals, other than smoke signals 

Fire Fighting Equipment 2 • 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 1A:5B:C;  AND
• 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 1A:5B:C,  if equipped with fuel-burning appliances

Additional Equipment • A Bailer OR Manual Bilge Pump, complete with hose to reach and remove water; AND
• A Manual Propelling Device (Oars, Paddle, etc.);  AND
• A Magnetic Compass (fitted or hand-held), capable of being illuminated;  AND
• A means of determining the depth of water under the vessel;  AND
• A Sound Signalling Device;  AND
• An Anchor (of sufficient weight) and anchoring equipment so that it can be deployed and retrieved effectively

First Aid Kit • Marine emergency first aid kit as per Section 3.24 of the FVSR;  OR
• First aid kit that meets Maritime Occupational Health and Safety Regulations;  OR
• First aid kit that meets provincial workplace safety regulations with face shield and two pairs of gloves.

1.  A fishing vessel is not required to carry on board pyrotechnic distress signals if the vessel is 
equipped with a two-way radio system and is operated exclusively in the confines of  
a manned aquaculture facility OR within 500 m from shore OR operates on a river, canal  
or lake where it is never more than one nautical mile from shore.

2.  See the equivalent classification of portable fire extinguishers that meet these carriage  
requirements. 

Requirements Dry Chemical ABC Dry Chemical BC Carbon Dioxide

1A:5B:C 1.5 Kg 3 Lbs

2A:10B:C 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs

2A:20B:C 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs

5B:C 1.5 Kg 3 Lbs 1.5 Kg 3 Lbs 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs

10B:C 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs 2.25 Kg 5 Lbs 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs

20B:C 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs 4.5 Kg 10 Lbs 9 Kg 20 Lbs
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of TP 14475, or TP1332). 

Bucket-capacity of 10 L or more and be fitted with a lanyard of sufficient length to reach the water from it’s stored location•

EPIRB or other equipment 
(3) A vessel that is 12 m or less in length and engaged on an inland voyage in the waters of the Great Lakes, their connecting 
and tributary waters or the waters of the St. Lawrence River, or on a near coastal voyage, Class 2, must be equipped with 
(a) a float-free EPIRB; 
(b) a manually activated EPIRB; (c) a PLB; or 
(d) in the case of a vessel that is less than 8 m in length and that operates exclusively in sea area A1, a waterproof portable VHF 
handheld radio capable of DSC.

Manual EPIRB or other equipment — location 
(4) A manually activated EPIRB, a PLB or a portable VHF handheld radio capable of DSC must be worn by the person in charge of 
the navigational watch or, if that is not practicable, stowed so that it is readily accessible for immediate use in the event of 
abandonment of the vessel.

3.

Category Sheltered Waters

Near Coastal Class 2
(less than 25 nm
from shore)

Near Coastal Class 1
(less than 200 nm
from shore or edge of
continental shelf)

Unlimited
(beyond Near Coastal
Class 1)

Lifejackets

• 1 Approved lifejacket minimum type Class 2 for each 
person on board

• 1 Approved lifejacket minimum type Class 1 SOLAS 
lifejackets (standard or keyhole) for each person on 
board

Life Saving
Appliances

• 1 or more Life Rafts or 
Recovery Boats for 100% 
of persons on board;

OR
• The following equipment: 
1 EPIRB or 2-way Radio;

AND
An Immersion Suit or
Anti-Exposure Work Suit 
of appropriate size for 
each person on board OR
Life saving appliances or
procedures for protection
from the effects of
hypothermia/cold shock

• 1 or more Life Rafts or a
combination of Life Rafts
and Recovery Boats for
100% of persons on 
board;
AND
• 1 Float-free EPIRB;
AND
• An Immersion Suit or
Anti-Exposure Work Suit 
of appropriate size for 
each person on board

• 1 or more SOLAS Life 
Raft or reduced capacity 
Life Rafts for 100% of 
persons on board;
AND
• 1 Float-free EPIRB
AND
• An Immersion Suit of
appropriate size for each
person on board

• 2 or more SOLAS Life 
Rafts or reduced capacity 
Life Rafts mounted in 
such a manner that there 
is capacity for 100% of the
persons on board 
available on each side of 
the vessel;
AND
• 1 Recovery Boat;
AND
• 1 Float-free EPIRB;
AND
• An Immersion Suit of
appropriate size for each
person on board

Person Overboard
Retrieval Devices

• 1 Buoyant heaving line of not less than 30 m in length; AND
• 1 SOLAS Lifebuoy that is equipped with a self-igniting light; AND
• 1 SOLAS lifebuoy with not less than 30 m of buoyant line attached; AND
• 1 Reboarding device; AND
• 1 Person overboard retrieval apparatus OR Vessel carries a recovery boat (that meets Part B and Part C of TP 
14475, or TP1332).

Visual Signals 1 • 1 Watertight flashlight; AND
• 1 Signalling mirror; AND
• 12 Pyrotechnic distress signals of which not more 
than six are smoke signals

• 1 Watertight flashlight; AND
• 1 Signalling mirror; AND
• 12 Pyrotechnic distress signals of which at least four 
must be rocket parachute flares and not more than 
six are buoyant smoke signals

Fire Fighting
Equipment 2 • 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 2A:20B:C; AND

• 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 2A:20B:C, at each access to a space with fuel-burning appliances; AND
• 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 2A:20B:C at the entrance to each accommodation space; AND
• 1 Portable fire extinguisher of type 20B:C at the entrance to the engine space; AND
• 1 Fire axe; AND
• 2 Buckets (for firefighting) 10 L or more and be fitted with a lanyard reach the water from the location in which it is stored

Additional
Equipment

• A Manual Bilge Pump, Fitted with or accompanied by a sufficient length of piping or hose to enable water to be 
pumped from the bilge space;  AND

• A Powered Bilge Pump, Fitted with or accompanied by a sufficient length of piping or hose to enable water to be 
pumped from the bilge space; AND

• Bilge Alarms; AND
• A Magnetic Compass and capable of being illuminated; AND
• A means of determining the depth of water under the vessel; AND
• A Sound Signalling Device; AND
• An Anchor (of sufficient weight) and anchoring equipment that is arranged such that it can be deployed and 
retrieved effectively; AND

• If the vessel is 20 m or more in length, an Automatic Identification System (AIS) Class A
First Aid Kit • Marine emergency first aid kit as per Section 3.24 of the FVSR; OR

• First aid kit that meets Maritime Occupational Health and Safety Regulations; OR
• First aid kit that meets provincial workplace safety regulations with face shield and two pairs of gloves.

“PFDs for a Fishing Vessel need to be 
High Visibility, fitted with retro-reflective 

tape and have a whistle.  
A PFD on a Fishing Vessel must meet the 
requirements of CAN/CGSB-65.11-M88 

or UL1180 or Level 70”
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Are you a Fish Safe NS member? 
Does your fish harvesting company pay into WCB? 

If YES, chances are, you are a member of Fish Safe NS!
If Not, would you like to become an Associate Member 

to receive similar discounts and services??

What does your membership mean for you?

Members are entitled to the following benefits & discounts:
• Rebate for life raft inspection (one per member)
• Rebate for immersion suit purchase or inspection (up to 3 per member)
• Rebate for CSA-approved PFD purchase (up to 3 per member)
• $$$ Discount on Marine Advanced First Aid
• $$$ Discount on Marine Basic First Aid
• $$$ Discount on Standard First Aid
• $$$ Discount on Mental Health for the Workplace
• $$$ Discount on Forklift Operator Certificate
• At-cost Occupational Health & Safety Consultation(s)
• At-cost Hazard Assessment, OHS Needs Assessment, OHS Policy Assistance
• Free fishing, processing, and aquaculture safety resources
• Use of Fish Safe NS Associate Member logo on company websites and promotional 

pieces to indicate your Associate Member status.
• Open invitation to attend Fish Safe NS events, which include meetings, Annual General 

Meeting, safety socials, and wharf side safety demos.
           

E-mail admin@fisheriessafety.ca or Call/Text 902-471-3534 for more information and to 
confirm your membership!

Fish Safe NS also offers the following training programs On Location

• Forklift Operator
• WHMIS (Employer Specific)
• Workplace Committee or Safety Representative Training
• Employer, Manager & Supervisor Occupational Health & Safety Responsibilities
• Wheelhouse Safety Logbook Training
• Fish Processing Plant Helping you build your Safety Program

Our website has lots of safety resources 
for harvesters & processing plants

www.fishsafens.ca

Call us at 902-471-3534 with your questions, 
Fish Safe NS is here to help all companies 

in commercial fishing including Harvesters, 
Processing & Aquaculture

CAPTAINS
Call FISH SAFE NS for help with your
Man Overboard & Emergency Drills.

Our Fish Safe Team will come to your vessel 
To assist you & your crew perform & document your required emergency drills

Call 902-471-3534 today to book your MOB Drill


